
Page 4                      Tennessee Civil War National Heritage Area News                     Winter  2006

Winter 2006                http://histpres.mtsu.edu/tncivwar                Vol. 3, No. 3            

TENNESSEE CIVIL WAR
NATIONAL HERITAGE AREA NEWS

ï Telling the Whole Story of Americaís Greatest Challenge, 1860ñ1875 ï

MTSU, a Tennessee Board of Regents university, is an
equal opportunity, non-racially identifiable, educational
institution that does not discriminate against individuals
with disabilities. AA155-0106

Tennessee Civil War National Heritage Area
Center for Historic Preservation
Middle Tennessee State University
Box 80
Murfreesboro, TN 37132

5-31412

The Heritage Area brought the whole
story of the Civil War and Reconstruc-
tion to Tennessee teachers and students
through several exciting programs. In
Chattanooga, we paired with the
Chattanooga African American History
Museum to produce teacher workbooks
and workshops on the Underground
Railroad in Tennessee. In Greene
County, we partnered with public and
private groups to support the Education
Day that took place in conjunction with
the annual Battle of Blue Springs re-
enactment. At the event we distributed a
Civil War teacher�s guide, specifically
designed for Blue Springs, for use with
elementary school students.

Our third Legacy of Stones River
Symposium in Murfreesboro focused on
occupation and the home front and
attracted almost 200 attendees including
many teachers. In a new partnership, the
Tennessee Council for the Social Studies
held its fall retreat in conjunction with the

symposium, and we
provided funding and
professional services for
the workbook that the
council provided to
teachers. All participants
in the symposium
enjoyed the stimulating
presentations by
Stephen Ash of the
University of
Tennessee, Carol

Crowe-Carraco of Western Kentucky
University, Kevin Smith of Middle
Tennessee State University, and Jim
Lewis of Stones River National
Battlefield.

Another Heritage Area�supported event
that looked at occupation and the home
front was the Tennessee State Museum�s
Civil War Institute for teachers. Held in
Nashville and Murfreesboro, the insti-
tute provided teachers with an in-depth
workbook developed with assistance
from the Heritage Area. Our partnership
with the state museum follows up on our
support of its 2004 teacher workshop that
visited Shiloh, La Grange, Memphis,
and Parker�s Crossroads for a close
look at the year 1862 in West Tennessee.
Also on the home front theme, the
Heritage Area�s new program coordina-
tor, Melissa Zimmerman, developed and
presented a satellite videoconference tar-
geted to students in grades 4�8.

Teachers and students learned more
about Heritage Area projects and pro-
grams through our display at the
Tennessee History Festival, held at the
Bicentennial Mall in Nashville. Also in
Nashville, the Heritage Area teamed
with local historian Paul Clements to give
a workshop to 9th graders at the
Ensworth High School, built on the site
of the nineteenth-century Devon Farm.
The sessions focused on the remaining
cultural resources of the farm and will be
provided to incoming freshmen each
year.

Our partnership with the Rhodes Institute
for Regional Studies continued through
our development of a new interpretive
booklet on the Battle of Fort Pillow. The
booklet will soon be available to educa-
tors and to members of the general pub-
lic who visit Fort Pillow State Park in
Lauderdale County.

New Regional Partnerships

Strategic Alliances and National Leadership:
The Tennessee Civil War National Heritage Area in 2004�2005

Elementary school students visit the Heritage
Area�s display at the Tennessee History Festival.

In accordance with our Draft Management Plan, the Heritage
Area promotes a statewide conservation ethic by developing
corridor-specific master plans and projects. A key alliance in this
initiative was formed in the summer of 2005 when the Heritage
Area joined the Tennessee Parks and Greenways Foundation,
the Memphis Regional Chamber of Commerce, and the
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency in the Mississippi River
Natural and Recreational Corridor project. This innovative
regional effort will combine inventories of natural, recreational,
and historical resources and provide a blueprint for the corri-
dor�s development over the years. The Heritage Area is provid-
ing matching funds, developing the historical inventory, and par-
ticipating in public meetings.

The Heritage Area has also joined the Civil War Preservation
Trust and the Heritage Foundation of Franklin and Williamson
County with partnership funds for a study of the local economic
impact of Civil War tourism. Another key Franklin partnership



Tennessee�s State Guard, a key
Reconstruction-era agency. Our partner-
ship with the Heritage Foundation of
Franklin and Williamson County to pub-
lish a book of postwar labor contracts from
1866 provides a valuable look at emanci-
pation and the building of freed African
American communities.

Important new exhibit projects received sig-
nificant Heritage Area support. The East
Tennessee Historical Society in Knoxville
developed Civil War and Reconstruction
exhibits for the new Museum of East
Tennessee History, a crucial base for the
Heritage Area to tell the whole story of the
Civil War era in East Tennessee. Other
museum partners included Carnton

Plantation in Franklin and
the new Smith County
Heritage Museum in
Carthage. The Heritage Area
also created a photographic
exhibit at Stones River
National Battlefield about
Rutherford County�s
Cemetery community, a rural
African American enclave
that developed next to the
National Cemetery in the
years after the Civil War.

At the request of property
owners and with their assis-
tance, Heritage Area staff
prepared nominations to the
National Register of Historic
Places for Craig Farm, Perry
County; Cates Farm,
Cannon County; Barrs
Chapel CME Historic District,
Henry County; Duval
Farmstead, Robertson
County; Moore Farm,
Hawkins County; and United
Charity Lodge in Bolivar,
Hardeman County.
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The Tennessee Civil War National
Heritage Area (TCWNHA) is a
statewide program dedicated to the
interpretation and preservation of
Tennessee�s Civil War and
Reconstruction resources. Partially
funded by the National Park
Service, the TCWNHA is one of
several projects administered by
the Center for Historic Preservation
at Middle Tennessee State
University.
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Strong local partnerships resulted in the success of
the 2005 International Heritage Development
Conference (IHDC), held June 4�8 in Nashville.
Sponsored by the Alliance of National Heritage Areas,
the conference was hosted by the Tennessee Civil
War National Heritage Area and the Center for Historic
Preservation.

Evaluations from attendees listed the conference�s
highlight as �Workshop Tuesday,� which allowed all
participants to attend on-site workshops where they
could interact with Tennessee heritage leaders, resi-
dents, and property owners. Held throughout middle
Tennessee and in Bowling Green, Kentucky, the 14
workshops featured such topics as Saving a Sense of
Place Amidst Intense Growth, Attracting Tourists to
Communities Off the Beaten Path, and Building
Capacity Where Resources are Few and Far Between.

The efforts of our many partners helped the
Heritage Area to demonstrate to a national audi-
ence that Tennessee has some of the best, most
effective partnerships of any heritage area in the
nation. The workshops highlighted Tennessee
resources while allowing local residents a
chance to get perspective and new ideas from
an influential national audience.

Also on the national scene, our partnership with
the Alliance of National Heritage Areas to admin-
ister the Heritage Development Institute contin-
ued in 2004�2005. We conducted institutes in
Hibbing, Minnesota, at the IHDC in Nashville,
and in Portland, Oregon, in conjunction with the
National Trust for Historic Preservation�s annual
conference.
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and Williamson
County on a new Civil
War driving tour
brochure; the
Cumberland Valley
Civil War Heritage
Association on a simi-
lar regional tourism
brochure; the Paris-
Henry County
Heritage Center on a
driving tour brochure of
heritage resources;
and the Borderlands
Foundation of Byrdstown on an Upper
Cumberland Civil War driving tour
brochure that builds on an earlier success-
ful partnership between the Heritage Area
and the foundation.

A related Heritage Area initiative partners
with the Center for Historic Preservation to
develop locally based heritage develop-
ment plans that have heritage tourism
projects at their core. In the past year,
such plans have been developed for the
City of Pulaski and for the Fentress
County Chamber of Commerce. In addi-
tion, our efforts to develop an Iron
Furnace Trail along the western section
of the Tennessee River gained significant
momentum. Working with
the Buffalo/Duck River
Resource Conservation and
Development District, and
with funding from the United
States Forest Service, we
held three successful public
workshops on the proposed
trail. Keep an eye out for the
exciting products and part-
nerships that will result.

Several publication projects
supported by the Heritage
Area in 2004�2005 are
shedding new light on
Tennessee�s Civil War and
Reconstruction history. We
joined with the Tennessee
Historical Society in funding
a special issue of the
Tennessee Historical
Quarterly on the proceed-
ings of the 140th anniver-
sary symposium on the
Battle of Nashville. A part-
nership with the University of
Tennessee Press supported
the publication of Ben
Severance�s book on

Helping Communities and Citizens 
Preserve the Best of the Past cont.

Gwen Harmon introduces IHDC
attendees to the National Civil
Rights Museum in Memphis.

In the past year, we have focused specific
attention on the local demand for African
American heritage tourism materials. The
Heritage Area worked with the Middle
Tennessee Visitors Bureau to create an
innovative and creative heritage tourism
booklet, the Maury County African-
American Heritage Tour Guide. The great
majority of properties have strong associa-
tions with the county�s history of slavery,
Civil War, emancipation, and Reconstruc-
tion. Heritage Area staff also began a proj-
ect with the Marion County African
American Heritage Association to create a
county-wide heritage tourism brochure.

Our efforts to promote heritage tourism
also included collaborative partnerships
with the Heritage Foundation of Franklin

This new guide includes 
numerous Civil War and
Reconstruction resources.

One IHDC workshop took place at the
Discovery Center at Murfree Spring in
Murfreesboro.

Helping Communities and Citizens 
Preserve the Best of the Past

Barrs Chapel CME Church anchors a newly
designated historic district in Henry County.

Participants in the Iron Furnace Trail mobile workshops visited Bear
Spring Furnace, built in 1873, in Stewart County.


